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WEXFORD STORYTELLERS TAKE TO THE BOARDS

8th storytelling season 

Thirty new storytellers are the stars of this year’s “Stories from the Hearth” season. Their debut performances were the highlight of the Siamsa in The Riverbank Hotel, Wexford on Saturday night (25th November 2006). 

All had completed their performance exams the day before as part of the Certificate of Storytelling course run throughout 2006 by the University of Glamorgan, Wales at the Wexford Campus of IT,C.  
Successful storytellers include Fintan Murphy, Mary Flynn, Andy Nolan, Rose Smith, Ellie Hughes, Deirdre Wadding, Denise Byrne, Jack Sheehan, Mary Mahon, Phyllis Lawlor, Frank Broaders, Nancy Dwyer, Trish Barrett and Dorothy Lindsay, Brian Matthews, Annette Ellis, Eamonn Breathnach, Maura Kennedy, George Harmon, Connie Rooney and Bob Lambert, Margaret Hewer, Kay O’Riordan and Anne Dickens. 
Some are already expert, well known locally and attracted by the opportunity to learn more about practice in other countries.  Others started as raw beginners, focusing on technique and on expanding their repertoire.  They performed to a packed hall on Saturday night. In the future many say they will apply their storytelling in particular ways. Ellis Hughes wants to work with older adults. Rosie Smith is  interested in work with children and Mary Flynn in work with teenagers. Yvonne Smith and Nicola Buckley will apply the skils to their library work.   Margaret Hogan, Alice Dwyer, Fintan Murphy & Mai Venn expect to apply storytelling to writing projects. 

The Class of 2006 provides another group of performer for Wexford’s annual Stories from the Hearth season. Storytelling is happening in Wexford every week of the year.  The annual autumn season highlights this activity by mixing local and visiting performers. According to Yvonne Smyth, demand for storytellers is huge.  “Nearly every week, I have call from schools, day-care centres and playgroups looking for performers.  The demand is real and there are employment opportunities for members of the 2006 class if they continue to develop stories to suit these groups”.   Yvonne has a waiting list of more than 20 schools and hopes to place storytellers with them in the New Year. 

Now in its eighth year, the autumn Season always mixes local and visiting yarn-spinners. This year’s guests are from Sligo, Cork and Scotland, and working with children is the priority.   From Sligo, Danielle Allison and Sue Browne have been working around the county all week. They focus on tiny-tots and their parents: they develop imagination, language and communication skills among the very young.  Pat-the-Hat Speight is well-known in Wexford and will be visiting schools and day care centres next month.  Pat ‘s material has universal appeal. He will be drawing out Irish tales and showing how local culture is based around adaptations of global storylines. Later in December, an international perspective is offered by Tony Bonning from West Galloway in Scotland. Tony works primarily with older children and links the oral tradition to books and reading for pleasure. Each visitor is a full-time storyteller who travels the country and abroad, telling tales and collecting new material.  While there is plenty of work near home, their opportunities are available also to the Wexford storytellers who choose to develop their interest further.
Within the County Wexford Storytelling Network, the partnership of community storytelling houses and the County Council’s public library service is unique.  Locally action has grown from a solid base.  From modest beginnings storytelling now occurs regularly in schools, clubs, day-care centres and playgroups as well as in libraries and in storytelling houses.  The library service sourced the Storytelling Practice course from Wales and with help from the Wexford Organisation for Rural Development, brought it here this year.  Interest is high.  The course could be repeated annually for years to come.  
While storytelling can be a career for some, it is a useful skill for everyone according to Professor Hamish Fyfe. “In Glamorgan, storytelling is studied up to doctorate level as part of the University’s humanities programme. Internationally, managers of every type, care-workers, designers, business writers, trainers and teachers recognise the benefits of stories in explaining complicated messages well. The skill is mainstreamed.  It could be applied to many developmental areas in Wexford”.  
END.

