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Executive Summary

Project Description submitted 2001

North and west County Wexford are rural areas of stable population facing an influx of new people.  The project will  

1. capture the reminiscences and folklore of local people and 

2. record it as a resource on the WWW 

3. harness the record to develop material for local amateur storytellers, for the general community and for other educational purposes over time.

In collection a focus will be placed upon the rural landscape, flora and fauna, wildlife, monuments, and lifestyles of the Mount Leinster and West Wexford area.

Result 

The project has been successful in the three areas.

1. Material was collected  

· 14 CDs of audio material, indexed under subject headings, are lodged within the Local Studies Department of the County Council’s Public Library service.  

· 8 cassettes of video material (unedited) are deposited there also. 

· Transition students in a secondary school within the catchment area researched stories associated with a local historic site: the final draft of the publication of their findings is completed.  It will be published in booklet form in early 2003, and later on the WWW.

2. record as resource on the WWW.  

· A structure for the project material & further records is agreed with Wexford County Council.  

· A test–site including audio-clips was developed over the summer. 

· Material will be included in the forthcoming revised Wexford County Council site – Wexford County Council began work of redevelopment from broadcast to interactive site provision in November 2002. 

3. harness the record to develop material for local amateur storytellers, education & general community over time

· Extra to normal provision, 15 storytelling performances for adults were held during the life of the project.

· Efforts to attract adults interested in story-making to workshops failed.  This aspect requires further research and discussion. Story-making work was transferred to transition year students.
· Material developed by the transition year students was recorded and will be performed at a storytelling session in early 2003.

Principal development area for the future

· Story-making
CONTENT

1. Introduction & Background 

2. Archive Process and Observations

3. Record on the WWW

4. Observations & Comments 

Appendices

A: Stories from the Hearth 2002 

B: Publicity materials

C: Sample CD of material collected

D: C.W.S.N. : Development of storytelling programme in County Wexford 

Introduction & Background: 1
STORYTELLING PROGRAMME IN COUNTY WEXFORD 
The Ár mBreacha House of Stories, Ballyduff was at the heart of the revitalisation of storytelling in County Wexford from the late Eighties.  The public library network had always used visiting storytellers as a support for reading. The Fr. Murphy Heritage Centre became involved in 1998. Also a reminiscence project (1997 – 1999) had given rise to monthly meetings involving storytelling in Duncormick in the south of the county.  There was sufficient critical mass to move development on.

In 1999, four rural communities, Wexford County Council’s Public Library Service, & the Wexford Organisation for Rural Development organised a programme of storytelling recitals, training workshops for adults and a storytelling festival over six weeks.  Information and resource lists were produced by the library service which also supplied specialist materials. There were 35 performances countywide, 6 adult training workshops, 1,500 participants.
The initial project was successful because

1. it harnessed an existing interest and an established community and library network, 

2. it received considerable media support,

3. contributors at every level were committed, flexible and adventurous,

4. it was fun.  The learning was understated.  The tone and content were socially inclusive.
Following phase I, increased interest was sustained and another two storytelling houses were set up by local activists.  The County Wexford Storytelling Network - a management structure - was put in place. 

In 2000, the formula was repeated in an enlarged form. (6 professional storytellers, 1,775 participants, 48 activities in 20 venues & 1 seminar day of focused adult-learning)  Developments included more work directly in schools associated with the local storytelling houses, a very small element of on-going development with one group of children, a link established with Welsh storytellers, and a single-day focus on adult learning. This formula was repeated in 2001 & 2002, with an explosion in interest from primary schools and a gradual migration into day-care centres and adult education institutions. (In 2002, 6 visiting storytellers involved 5,100 participants at 122 activities in 64 venues.)

2001 saw the introduction of an additional  early summer schedule focusing on the interests of older people, and this was repeated in 2002.  Also storytelling was becoming sought as an attracting activity for festivals, summer fairs and agricultural shows.

Storytelling was identified as having capacity to deliver achievement locally in national strategy areas such as social inclusion, heritage, rural development, and literacy.  Development areas include

· the role of storytelling in the revised primary school curriculum,

· nurturing the oral tradition, to include its record and collection,

· the cultural tourism product, 

· adult and continuing education,

· storytelling as a vehicle for social inclusion, e.g. elderly, travelers, ethnic minorities.

Research was necessary to develop provision further.  The Heritage Council of Ireland  grant-aided the Network to 

· capture the reminiscences and folklore of local people and 

· record it as a resource on the WWW 

· harness the record to develop material for local amateur storytellers, for the general community and for other educational purposes over time.

Archive Process & Observations: 2
Identifying the sources

Four storytelling houses each hold one storytelling session per month.   Storytelling occurs also weekly in Gorey General Hospital, and in the Camolin Day Care Centre since 2001.  Bunclody Day Care Centre provides storytelling irregularly.  All this provision depends upon local volunteer work.  The content is usually very short stories, jokes, narrative poems and music.

The public library service employs professional storytellers usually from outside the county to work with children and adults to promote storytelling in its own right and to use it as a route into reading.   Since 1999, access to these professional storytellers has been extended into the storytelling houses and community-wide to schools and day-care centres through the Stories from the hearth project.   1999 saw the beginning of the Bunclody Storytelling Festival.

Among older people an existing network involved 5 Day-Care centres had been built up over 2000 & 2001. Members are

Bunclody Day-Care Centre, and the local Árd Aoibhinn residential home

St. John’s Day-Care Centre, Enniscorthy

Millands Day-Care Centre, Gorey

St. Brigid’s Day-Care Centre, Wexford

General Hospital New Ross (Day-Care Centre element)

This network was harnessed for the first element of this Project.  

· Fifteen reminiscence /storytelling sessions were organized. 

· The sessions attempted to move the provision and expectation from entertainment to more developmental work.  

· The focus was on use of material to encourage discussion of the following themes - lifestyles, sayings, music & entertainment, idioms, local place-names, piseoigs, cures.  

· Two visiting professional storytellers, Pat Speight and Toby Kinsella, worked with local activists.

These centres are heavily dependant upon FÁS CES for their operation. Trainee numbers are low and the range of their tasks is varied.  This has implications for the nature and extent of developmental work that can be undertaken. 

All of the Centres that responded to the Feedback Call  found the sessions worthwhile - enjoyable & entertaining pastimes - as a minimum.  However capacity & interest to become more engaged varied among the Centres.  Based on feedback after this 15 session programme, three centres in particular were considered ready and capable of engaging in a more intensive programme. These were the Centres with most extensive previous experience of storytelling. They were the two Bunclody sites and St. John’s Day-Care Centre, Enniscorthy.

Archiving Process

In August 2002 work started on the archiving process in St. Aidan’s Day-Care Centre and Ross Aoibhinn Nursing Home, Bunclody, Co. Wexford.  A further element involved work with Transition Year students in the FCJ Secondary School, Bunclody.

A : Reasons for choice of  venues involved with elderly people

· People from the town and surrounding locality were at both venues.

· Members had had exposure to storytellers and some informal collecting heretofore. Staff / carers were interested in supporting the project.

· Considering the large area that the initial brief had encompassed, i.e. North West Wexford, the centres offered the chance to have direct contact with a selection of people who came under this geographical scope.  

· A conscious decision was made not to talk to local historians and experts at an early stage, as if I were to capture folklore at its root, I needed to get it straight from the people who still believe it. Both venues offered me this chance.

Venue 1: Ross Aoibhinn Residential Nursing Home 

As Ross Aoibhinn is a private nursing home, its elderly patience live together thus forming a small community onto themselves. This proved beneficial throughout the process as the people were extremely relaxed among themselves and chatted openly to each other about questions I was asking them. This made it easier for me in gathering and drawing out information during interview sessions, which in turn lead to more fruitful results.

As the residents were from various surrounding areas I was able to get a wide range of material. This proved extremely beneficial and rewarding in certain cases, as I was able to identify particular similarities and traits within regional stories. 

My presence gave the residents the opportunity to talk about various experiences in their lives.

Observations:

· Due to the fact that the residents were from different villages it wasn’t possible to go into great local detail. As a result of this you become reliant on particular individuals for information and eventually the well runs dry. While if there were a few people from the same area, you are immediately bound to get a lot more detail, variation and information.

Venue 2: St. Aidan’s Day Care Centre

St. Aidan's is a day care that takes in people from the surrounding villages and Bunclody town. The benefits of this are similar to Ross Aoibhinn Nursing Home in the way this wide geographical scope suited the initial brief.

The people who use the centre still live in the community they have lived all their life and this proved beneficial as they still have a living connection to the area and its folklore.

My presence gave the residents the opportunity to talk about various experiences in their lives.

Observations:

· The nature of the centre acts as a day out for many of these people, where they get a chance to meet friends, chat, play cards and bingo. Although this can be a great for the people involved, however it can be extremely difficult to record interviews due to the noise and distractions.

· As people are from different villages they don’t know each other extremely well and it becomes difficult to go into any great local detail.  This is similar to experiences encountered in Ross Aoibhinn.

Suggestions for choosing future Venues/Areas

· Take a more focused approach when choosing an area for archiving, such as a townsland or village.

· Choose Rural over Town. Considering the results of this project, information collected from people of rural areas heavily outweighed any collected from people from the Bunclody town area.

· Interview people in their own homes. 

The Collection

· The collection is heavily focused on folklore, which encompasses the beliefs, superstitions, and customs of the people of the North West Wexford area. The collection also contains related strands such as sections on old cures. 

· Throughout the collection process I was extremely aware of the unique language traits evident in this part of the county, such as the use of Gaelic and old English words as well as sayings and expressions particular to the area. Accounts of these were kept, their origins sought, and these too will feature alongside the collection.

Suggestions for future Archiving

· Make the decision whether the archivist wishes to collect folklore or reminiscence. This is a vital point, which shouldn’t be blurred or compromised.

· Make sure the archivist has a good knowledge of the area. This is really important in building up a rapport with the interviewee.

· The archivist must have a genuine interest and ultimately have a strong belief in the superstitions and customs which they are trying to get information on. If they don’t the people they are interviewing won’t trust them, and without trust the process is useless. 

B: Working with second level school students

In September 2002 work began with 22 Transition Year Students and their history teacher, Simone O’Neill in the FCJ Convent, Bunclody. The school was chosen due to its pupils falling within the geographical area of North West Wexford. While the history teacher, Simone O’Neill had previously promoted the importance of Folklore to her students during her curriculum and this resulted in a series of Folklore Projects being carried out in previous years. 

The Approach to Collection and Archiving

In a bid to gather a comprehensive collection of local material, each of the 22 students was given the brief to pick a site in their locality which has a strong oral history. Sites range from Raths, Fairy Fields, Holy Wells to Secret Tunnels.

The next task was for each student to gather up as much information as they could on these sites from family and neighbours. This was then presented with photographs, marked on a detailed ordnance survey map and a written description on how to get there from the nearest village was included. 

This information has been compiled and a publication will be printed by Wexford County Council in early 2003.

The Story-Making Workshops

Students were introduced to the importance of oral culture and folklore of North West Wexford. A selection of students were identified to work with in the story making project, as a result of their enthusiasm and understanding during the archiving process. The chosen students were given a series of story-making and creative writing workshops in which they had to develop a story.

Stories developed will be performed at one of the storytelling houses in early 2003, probably the Bunclody Storytelling House on 23rd January 2003.  Performances will be recorded and added to the Archive

Mick Fortune

24th November 2002

Information correct 8th November 2002

Record on the WWW : 3
WEB-SITE DEVELOPMENT 
INTRODUCTION

Two elements require consideration.  They are 
1. the reminiscence / oral history material,  - to be held within the Wexford Studies Section (Collections) of the Library Department’s part of the Wexford County Council site, and the 
2. storytelling material – to be held within the Services Section of the Library Department’s part of the Wexford County Council site
Cross-referencing links, within the site and links to external sites, will be extensive.
Currently Wexford County Council’s site broadcasts only.  In line with government policy, a two year project to develop interconnectivity was commenced in 2002.  Dedicated staff are to be appointed to this project on 19th November 2002. 
Separately, within the county council’s site access to the library catalogue, including ordering on-line and interaction with personal accounts, is scheduled to go live on 30th November 2002.  This will give enquirers access to local studies and storytelling material as part of the total collection 
Otherwise the Library Department’s part of the Wexford County Council site and therefore the oral history & storytelling elements will be timetabled for development: dates are not yet available.  (The opportunities for learning which the variety of library materials can offer the project, compared with content to be offered by other Departments, is expected to push the Library Department element up the priority ladder!)
Development work to date on the proposed site is outlined below.
Reminiscence / oral history material
The reminiscence records are to be held within the Local Studies Section of the Library Department’s part of the site.  The website element sits within a Wexford Studies element of the County Library site.
	Wexford Studies
	
	
	Archives

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Collections

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Family History

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Oral History

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Wexford Authors

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Oral History
	
	
	Interviewee (with photo)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Date of interview

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Content  / subject index
Collector / recorder

	
	
	
	


The structure is based upon material collected in a 1997-1999 reminiscence project. Material collected for this project is amending our approach.
Regardless of the collection source, materials for incorporation includes
· Photographs,
· Text records of the interviews
· Audio records of the interviews
Sample 1: 1997-1999 reminiscence project – 12 interviews, c.30 audio-cassette tapes


Provision : audio cassettes, and transcribed text records 
For local consumption & in the short term, the interviewee is an important entry point.  For more general consumption, subject/content entry is more important.  Subject indexing is proving a complex aspect of the project, since the content of the 1997 – 1999 interviews ramble throughout the text.

In the summer an audio clip (46 minutes) was incorporated into a test-site to demonstrate the capacity of the technology.  Some refinement of sound quality is required but overall the test has been successful.  
Sample 2:  2002 current project – interviews, 14 audio CDs, and  8 video cassettes
A copy of the original interview is held as made.  Also, all the interviews have been edited, indexed and re-organised under subject headings, with the source and date etc retained in less prominent positions.  Both elements should be carried by the website: space requirement issues will need to be addressed.
Subject indexing is proving the most complex aspect of the project, since the content of the 1997 – 1999 interviews ramble throughout the text. These should be indexed in line with the current project.  The library service will do this – costs permitting – in 2003.

 Also indexing terms should match those being used in the Local Studies Reference Collection, so that searching across all elements is effective.  This is an area of ongoing development that will not come to fruition until the bulk of the Local Studies Library Collection is computerised.  This work is 50% completed at present: completion target summer 2003.

Storytelling material  

The Storytelling records are to be held within the Services Section of the Library Department’s part of the site.  
	Services 
	
	
	AAAAAAAAA

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	QQQQQQQQQ

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Readership Development

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Storytelling

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Storytelling
	
	
	Calendar of events

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Storytelling Network (current project description here)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	F.A.Qs.
Links 

Local Stories (put project outputs here)

Recommended reading (on storytelling)
???? Recommended professional storytellers (based on Wexford Experience)

	
	
	
	


Content to date is descriptive.  It is useful for individuals or groups interested in becoming involved in storytelling.  Copy is on disk here and can be made available on request.
For the project, the Local Stories element will hold the record on text, CD and video (DVD) of the outputs of the project.  
The entry points will be
· Collector / recorder
· Storyteller (with photograph)
· Date of recording
· Place/occasion of recording 
· Title / provenance
· Subject
Materials to be incorporated include
· Photographs,
· Text records of the interviews
· Audio records of the interviews
· Video-clips (from the current project)
If some of the material already carried on the Oral History part of the site has been re-worked & incorporated here, a reference and link will be important.  From a learning point of view, the comparative aspects should be fascinating.  In relation to the current project, although Project Coordinator Mick Fortune is aware of this expectation and had hoped that it could be realised, I understand that it looks unlikely to happen in view of the preferences of local storytellers.  However we should allow for the possibility in the future. 
Recommended sources for local stories from the existing written record in the Local Studies Collection will be highlighted.  That may be positioned within this part of the site or within the Wexford Studies  - Collections element.  A decision in relation to this will be made with the provision of access via the Internet to the catalogue.
Fionnuala Hanrahan
County Librarian
8th November 2002
© Wexford County Council 2002

OBSERVATIONS & COMMENTS: 4

This programme was built out of four years’ work nurturing storytelling.  The two starting points have been the community storytelling Houses and the public library network.  Through two schedules per annum, exposure to storytelling is being extended quickly through the primary school network and more slowly through the second level and adult education institutions, pre-school  & senior citizens day-care centres.  (One schedule is listed in Appendix A)

Among adults and within the storytelling Houses in County Wexford there is a focus on poetry, ballads and songs as well as stories.  This range may be explained as 

· poetry is perceived to be easier to remember in the case of less confident performers, 

· the music element is working out of existing Ceoltas Ceoltoirí groups: these are a valuable resource to the Houses

· among community Houses, stories from local performers tend to be short and humorous, almost jokes.  Again some people comment that this may be arising from a lack of confidence in attempting longer or more complex material.

Currently, there are four Houses in County Wexford and one on the border with Carlow at Clonegal.  This year, at least two more Houses have or are opening in the south east.  The House in The Rock in north County Wexford has a strong Ceoltas Ceoltoirí involvement.  Apparently a House is starting in Arklow in the New Year, and another is planned for Crossabeg, north of Wexford town (may develop a strong poetry / ballad focus).  Critically, all these are community initiatives.  In recent years, three others could not be sustained or didn’t get off the ground (Castledockrell, Duncormick and Duncannon). There would appear to be at least two requirements for success: 

1. practical people to organize the evening, 

2. sufficient performers with capacity to contribute material on an on-going basis.  

All the Wexford Houses to date attract older people (50+years in the main): some children attend from time to time with parents. Material offered by local performers is inclined to hark back to olden times. 

As most of the local storytellers fall within an older age group it may be understandable why they get such audiences. This poses the question that if there were storytellers & or more contemporary material from the age bracket of late teenage to late twenties year olds, would it attract a new audience age group? Yarnspinners clubs in other parts of the country do attract a broad range of ages. Testing this market was one of the reasons why the decision was made to work with the Transition Years in the FCJ Secondary School in Bunclody. 

Visiting professional storytellers offer a wide range of material including magical tales and universal stories often set in exotic locations.

Provision in the libraries in particular attracts a wider range of audience  (younger, family groups) & offers a broad range of storytelling experience. Library work has deliberately focused on children, to use storytelling also as a route into reading practice, and also to avoid any possible pirating of story-house audiences. To date while the library service has promoted the Houses and underpinned provision, there has been little transfer in range of content and in audiences between these two types of venues.  

Visiting professional storytellers suggest that the material offered in the Houses has to expand if the Houses are not to become redundant with the passing of a generation.  Clearly the Houses as they operate at present satisfy a need for the people who attend month after month to perform and to listen. 

There is a concern to be sensitive in support for a movement that is genuinely community driven. 


The aspect of story-making is the most exploratory element of this Project.  The other two elements, (i) collection of material, and (ii) its recording onto the WWW, occurs throughout Ireland and beyond.  Within a common formula, the model for practice is often developed in response to local resources and conditions.  That was the case for this project and for that reason it will not receive much attention in this part of the report.  More information is available on request. 



However specifically in relation to County Wexford, future archiving projects should take a very focused approach when choosing a geographical area for collection. Within this Project the elderly people interviewed in the two venues came from different villages, and due to this it wasn’t possible to go into great local detail. As a result the Archivist become reliant on particular individuals for information and eventually the well ran dry. If a few people from the same area were involved, there is a more developed opportunity to collect more detail, variation and information as the individuals would interact with each other.
In relation to Story-making, in designing this Project there was an expectation within the Network members that the creative process of storytelling and the archiving of folklore would progress in tandem and at similar rates of development. However, there are few if any examples of storytellers who combine story-making and the archiving of folklore in Ireland today.  This may relate to scale and the stage at which the art is at present here: post-graduate work has delivered this mix in other countries where the market for full-time storytellers is more developed.  

Support for the skill of story-making had arisen as a requirement out of previous provision of “classes” or workshops with visiting storytellers. These had focused on technique and had been successful.  Participants on those occasions had expressed frustration around the area of identifying or adapting suitable material for performance. Material in books did not appear to be the answer in the main, and the range of audio material available is limited.

Although some storytellers in the Wexford region express a need of new material, the folklore archiving process on its own will not offer this. New material for local storytellers can come through two distinctive channels. The first one will only come if the storytellers are willing to develop new stories through some form of story-making workshops sensitive to their needs. While the second option will come if they have contact with other storytellers from outside of their own Wexford circles. The latter already occurs through the visitors for the annual autumn schedule.  

It must be said that the folklore archive will be of major benefit of anyone involved in storytelling in Wexford, as its varied nature offers an ideal means for storytellers to inform and enrich themselves on the region’s stories as well as its particular use of language, sayings and words.  This was an intention of the Project.  The foundation of story-making based on local material was intended to offer familiarity, possibly particularly valuable for people with limited achievement within formal education.  Story-making out of local reminiscence may still happen, but in the case of adults it did not happen within the life of this Project.  An expectation of this strong direct link between reminiscence and story-making was unrealistic in the light of experience, and given the present stage of development of the process in County Wexford. 

The Collection process did identify storytellers extra to the existing performers at the Houses.  Workshops were organized to involve these people as well as the more established performers.  However, the workshops were abandoned when it became clear that there was a resistance to the provision. (In view of the life-span of the project, this element was transferred to Transition Year students where it was successful.)  Feedback from the potential participants suggested that resistance was due to

1. timing.  The workshops were organized for the late autumn following the collection element of the project. The more established performers already had other commitments associated with annual community pantomimes, school concerts etc., and couldn’t afford the necessary time.

2. language and formality. The intention had been to bring 8 – 10 people together in structured way, to discuss the material collected and investigate any capacity for story-making and mentoring.  Given the community-basis of the Houses, this formula as expressed may have intimidated less confident and experienced people. 

Such is the popularity of the storytelling houses that in some cases, attendance numbers require that the storytelling become a more formal performance.  Nurturing of new performers and new material is essential.  One of the strengths of development to date has been that community support aspect where new material could be tested in a sympathetic environment. This is more possible with small groups. The creation of more Houses should support this.  The provision of occasional large gatherings, e.g. Siamsa Buncloidí at county level and Scéalta Shamhna at national level, provides showcasing opportunities, and a development path for those interested in progressing.  

Equally, storytelling that occurs spontaneously in a corner of a pub or in a neighbour’s kitchen is valid, important and deserves support as a creative force.  Activists in County Wexford can recount their experiences of the impact storytelling has outside the performance occasion, in for example the preparation and research work people engage in, and in also involving neighbours and family.  These achievements are gradual and subtle and require a long-term commitment.

Story-making work with the Transition students in Bunclody was a small but important step in extending exposure to the art.  The students’ performances in the New Year hopefully will bring a new dimension to adults’ experience of a traditional art for the twenty-first century. Last autumn (2001), primary school children from a local school worked with a range of visiting storytellers to develop their stories and held a special performance in the local Boolavogue Story-House.  This experiment was successful in its essence, despite issues around transport and insurance which complicated it, but may have been particular to the school in question.  These two initiatives point the way to another area for development.  In relation to primary schools, the capacity of the Revised Primary School Curriculum and interest expressed by teachers are to be harnessed. Since storytelling fits centrally into English & History curricula and since related skills are already available within the teaching profession, the way forward for Wexford may be to load the audio material onto the Wexford County Council web-site as soon as possible, and when it is widely available develop a project with selected interested schools perhaps centred around one interested Story-telling House.  Such a project will be discussed with interested schools next year, possibly for development in autumn 2003. 

Support for different levels of performance is important, as is growing participation and extending the range of material experienced.  The routes forward for immediate support for story-making in particular are

1. extend exposure to new groups and venues, and continue to mix old and new, local and more international material,

2. continue to collect local reminiscence type – material,

3. research need and delivery mechanisms, to support learning to adults on story-making.  Pilot some provision. 

END

                                   
APPENDIX :A

Stories from the Hearth and the Fourth Bunclody Storytelling Festival 2002

Brief summary report : 25th November 2002

The programme ran from 16th October to 23rd November 2002 inclusive. 

Activities were organized in libraries, primary & secondary schools, an adult education college, day-care centres and community storytelling houses.

Six storytellers and a musician were paid providers of performances and workshops.

5,100 adults and children are estimated to have participated in at least one session.

122 activities were provided as follows

· Into public libraries – 27 activities in 3 venues 

· On mobile libraries visiting rural communities – 12 full days on two vehicles (33 communities visited)

· Into primary schools - 71 sessions in 50 schools

· Into one secondary school – 2 sessions

· Into one adult education course – 2 sessions

· Into storytelling houses – 6 sessions in 5 venues

· Into day-care centres – 2 sessions in 2 venues

In addition, running at the same time & providing additional texture, the (Heritage Council of Ireland supported) Story-making project involved 

· work with a transition year class in one school, 

· preparations for workshops with local adult amateurs - discontinued,

· collection/recording  in day-care centres and in individual’s homes  

Programme administration is delivered by the Public Library service.

Initial observations

1. Storytelling attracts large audiences.  Interest and demand from the general public and from educators is high. 

2. Storytelling as an effective gateway activity for heritage, education, community and health programme development is proven.

3. Demand outstrips capacity to deliver both administratively and in terms of qualified storytellers to deliver the product.  Many groups are getting one or two sessions maximum - the developmental capacity of the experience requires further testing.

4. The administrative workload in bookings, timetabling and co-ordination is immense. The administrative workload is absorbing library resources that otherwise could be devoted to more developmental work.  This year the scale of the programme meant that there was little capacity to collect feedback in a systematic manner: developmentally this is a failing that has to be addressed.

5. Insecurity in relation to funding sources needs address.

6. Overall the excellence of this programme has reinforced itself.  Future direction in relation to the nature of provision for different levels of interest as well as sectoral foci  is a critical issue.

Fionnuala Hanrahan

County Librarian

25th November 2002

APPENDIX: D

County Wexford Storytelling Network  

Development of storytelling programme in County Wexford

Aim
To develop an integrated programme of learning, through reading and storytelling, that is accessible to all age groups in rural areas.  This will be introduced in the west of county initially and therefrom expanded.
Objectives

1. To train those in positions of influence to use storytelling as a tool for learning & regard for local culture.
2. To collect and record local stories
3. To extend the availability of suitable research and reading materials in rural areas.
4. To build up the expertise of local storytellers through encouraging them to perform locally, and by providing training and access to story telling material.
5. To encourage storytellers into local venues to expose people to a variety of styles and to grow both audiences and participants 
6. To upgrade the IT resource base in community halls so that access to the Internet, recording stories on the county website and access to information is improved.
7. To support the existing storyhouses and to support the development of new centres if appropriate.
Programme Themes

Collect stories from local communities : Utilise collection of stories from the national 1938 and local 1998 Reminiscence Programmes.  Collect and record stories from the County to develop this collection.
Training  :  Train the following in using stories and reading as a tool for learning and fun.

Youth Leaders, Carers in playgroups (pre-school) & Daycare centres (elderly), Library staff, and other educators e.g. teachers and teachers assistants, Local storytellers

Resources  : Use and upgrade community resources, e.g. the library services, community halls, schools and day care centres for these initiatives.  This will include extending special collections, improving IT Coms & other infrastructure as deemed appropriate.

Data base of local & national storytellers : Establish database of storytellers that could be utilised to lead the training programmes and performances locally and nationally.

Story houses : Further the support for existing storyhouses and set up new houses if appropriate.

Storytelling Festival : Support and develop annual storytelling festival and build up local and national audience for the event.
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