press release  press release   press release      press release 

New Storytelling Website an important tourist resource

Launch in Enniscorthy Library 

on Friday 28th August 2009 from 8:00 pm

Cllr. Anna Fenlon, Cathaoirleach, Wexford County Council, officiating

Wexford’s storytelling website was launched in Enniscorthy library on Friday night.  The site, at www.storiesfromthehearth.ie, outlines the model of community house and public library support in Wexford.  This is unique in Ireland.  Important features in the site are a timetable of forthcoming performances and profiles of Wexford’s eight community storytelling houses.  Storytelling is available in Wexford every week.  A map and directions to each House is provided.  Pod-cast excerpts from performances for each house are included.  

The storytelling renaissance in County Wexford has attracted tourist interest for many years.  Cllr. Anna Fenlon, Cathaoirleach, Wexford County Council, who launched the site described it as another cultural resource and another tourist product, for which there is a growing demand.  She emphasised also the welcoming ethos and said the Houses were important rural development agencies, an alternative to the pub for a night out, hospitable, free and genuinely welcoming to all.  “We may take this approach for granted,” said Fenlon, “but it is increasingly rare in modern Ireland and I am delighted to acknowledge and applaud it tonight.  The goodwill, neighbourliness and encouragement of the community houses is as powerful as the entertainments they create.”

The crowd proved the point.  All the Houses were out in force and game for everything.  They were supported by care-workers, teachers, development agencies and other public representatives many of whom had worked with local storytellers in the past.  The formalities over, website developer Yvonne Smith guided the interested through the website which was live in the library’s IT suite.  

In true storytelling tradition, someone at the back of the room started a singsong and the real business of the evening was begun.   A long night and a good one!

Wexford’s Storytelling website was developed with assistance from Wexford County Council and FAS.

